MWWoerdeman pp 523 £17.50 Eastbourne: Holt-Saunders 1978 At a time when it is perhaps being recognized at long last that the continuing erosion of anatomical curriculum time is not in the best interests of the doctor or the patient, it is pleasing to see the appearance of new anatomy books with an emphasis on medicine. This atlas has been designed for today's undergraduate medical students who are exposed to less detail than their predecessors. Most of the illustrations are drawings with the addition of colour where necessary (for vessels or nerves, for example) and supplemented by pertinent X-rays; the anatomy of the infant has been included. There are plentiful notes on the clinical relevance of anatomical features; these notes are probably the most useful things in the book. Many of the pictures appeared 30 years ago in an atlas produced by one of the authors. The most disappointing feature is the small size of many of the illustrations. Page size is adequately large, but much space has been wasted, and although the book was not intended to deal with minutiae this is no excuse for diminishing the clarity of the essentials that remain by making them unnecessarily small. The drawings are beautifully executed and it is a pity they have not been used to the best advantage, especially in view of the book's desirable clinical orientation. This book is derived from a symposium held in February 1976, and its chief virtue lies in the multidisciplinary effort which is presented in a single volume. The action potential has been dissected using genetically distinct cell lines of neuroblastoma, which lack the sodium or potassium ionophores; this work has been correlated with the pharmacological dissection of the same ionophores using various neurotoxins. The specificity of cell-cell interaction has been probed using retinal cells which preferentially adhere to the homologous tectal cells. Different proteins have been isolated which appear to mediate these specific interactions between cells. There are also specific mutant mice which demonstrate abnormalities of adhesion in cerebellar cells.
During the course of normal development of the nervous system, various clues are provided by the local environment. It is possible to mimic the cholinergic environment of cells which normally become adrenergic such that they will, in fact, express principally cholinergic properties when given the appropriate clues in the defined environ-ment of tissue culture. The role of the acetylcholine receptor protein in the pathogenesis of myasthenia gravis has received appropriate attention in the context of the turnover of this receptor in the presence of serum antibodies from patients.
In summary, the book provides a balanced overview which will be attractive to the eclectic neuroscientist whether his tastes lie in the morphological, biochemical or physiological fields. Further research in these specific areas will no doubt lead to a fuller understanding of the molecular basis of brain function.
E J THOMPSON Honorary Consultant in Clinical Neurochemistry
The National Hospital Neuro-ophthalmology. Joel S Glaser pp 364 £22.75 London: Harper & Row 1978 This is an excellent book, written mainly for the practising clinician, by a master of the craft of clinical ophthalmology. It is clear, authoritative and comprehensive. The methods of examination are first described and evaluated, an assessment is then given of the various special techniques and finally a detailed topographically-based survey of the disorders affecting the visual pathways is given. The highest standard is maintained throughout except for the section dealing with the disorders of higher cortical function, which are dealt with rather inadequately in a few sentences. The chapters on disordered eye movement, written by Drs Dell'Osso, Daroff and Troost, do not read so easily and in places they are redolent of the computer laboratory rather than of the clinic. On the whole, however, they give a well-balanced exposition of a difficult and rapidly evolving subject. The book is well-illustrated and wellreferenced and is unreservedly recommended to neurologists and ophthalmologists. This book comprises a collection of 32 papers presented at a symposium on 'Obesity in Childhood' held in Bologna in 1977. The subjects range from the neurohumeral regulation of insulin secretion and glucose utilization to the results of the Sceno-test on inter-oral dynamics in obese children, and include highly technical communications on circumscribed areas of metabolism as well as more general discussions on prevention and treatment. This is not a book which will give the reader an up-to-date and coherent account of childhood obesity, but it will certainly provide the research worker with a ready source of reference to many facets of the problem.
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